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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 21, 2022

Part-time Professors Concerned About Rush Back to Campus

The Association of Part-time Professors of the University of Ottawa (APTPUO)
denounces the hasty decision and lack of leadership of the President and
Vice-Chancellor, Jacques Frémont, following the announcement of a return to campus
for January 31 at the University of Ottawa.

While we all look forward to returning to our campus and our classrooms, the imposition
of a return to in-person work is precipitous, putting the health of professors, teaching
assistants and the student body at risk.

Once again, it is the APTPUO members who will be sent to the front lines, as we teach
more than 80% of the classes in bimodal and in-person. Most of our professors have
health concerns, have young children who are not vaccinated, or are caregivers for
vulnerable people.

Part-time professors are also the only group of employees without long-term disability
insurance. In the case of long-term COVID symptoms,, the university offers no
protection to our members. As you know, the symptoms are very disabling and can last
for more than 12 months. For those whose main job is to teach, this is extremely
distressing.

Some professors also work in high-risk environments (hospitals, schools, etc.) and may
be an important vector of propagation for the academic community.

The Association finds it deplorable that the president's message is vague about the
health and safety measures that will be taken to ensure a safe return to campus at the
height of the outbreak.

Furthermore, professors should have the freedom to decide whether to return to
campus or not. We have adapted our courses to a virtual mode at the beginning of the
year and for some of us, a shift in the delivery mode would compromise the quality of
our teaching. Our members are experts in their field and are best positioned to
determine the best mode of delivery under the current circumstances. Unfortunately, the
president continues to exploit the precariousness of his professors by rushing the return
to in-person teaching in a context of uncertainty to the detriment of the quality of
education.

Faculties are already struggling to recruit professors for the winter term, as many of our
members are reluctant to teach in classrooms. The Association is concerned that, faced
with the imposition of a return to campus, many professors will decide to abandon their
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contracts, jeopardizing the continuity of many courses for students.

The Association, therefore, urges the president and vice-chancellor, Jacques Frémont,
to:

● Postpone the return to campus until the situation is safe;
● Let the professors determine for themselves how to deliver their courses
● Ensure that the essential health and safety measures are in place, including:

○ Physical distancing
○ Free distribution of N95 masks
○ Distribution of antigen tests
○ Installation of Plexiglas more suited to the classroom environment
○ Installation of CO2 detectors and HEPA filters in ventilation systems
○ Transparent and proactive communications with the various occupational

health and safety committees.

-30-

Media contact:
Natasha Roy, Communication and Membership Service Officer
Telephone: 613-519-2787, 4374
Email: natasharoy@aptpuo.ca

mailto:natasharoy@aptpuo.ca

